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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: Slides 1-4 should only take about 10 min.



Setting the Stage

 Welcome and introductions
 Structure and Shared Agenda for 

the day
 Materials review
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: Slides 1-4 should only take about 10 min.Purpose:Quick overview



Northwest Evaluation Association™ 
(NWEA™)

 Our mission: Partnering to help all 
kids learn®

 Our purpose: Growth and 
improvement of learning
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: Slides 1-4 should only take about 10 minutesPurpose:To identify NWEA’s mission as “Partnering to help all kids learn” with the emphasis on partnership and purposeTalking Points: We are a not-for-profit partnership of schools founded in 1977.   Our strength is adaptive assessments and application of data for improved student learning.We help schools create a culture that uses data to inform instructional decisions.We provide training and professional development support in the use of data gathered from the use of our adaptive assessments.We conduct research to improve learning.Our main purpose is to promote the instructional needs of every child and create the most growth possible. We want all students to learn more tomorrow than they do today and more next year than they do this year.



Making Connections

 Adaptive Assessment 
 RIT Scale: Student RIT Scores 
 Normative Data 
 Learning Continuum
 Instructional Level vs. Mastery 
 MAP for Primary Grades
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: 25 minutesPurpose:  Engage participants in clarifying their new learning as a group. Facilitator Notes:As you are debriefing the Making connections activity, ask folks to share what they learned about each of the topics listed.  If they get it, move to the next topic and ask again.  For topics that you feel they need clarity about, you can click on the topic and it will link to explanation slides. If there is more than one explanation slide for a topic, the arrow at the bottom will point to the right indicating that it links to the next slide in that series for that topic.  When the arrow at the bottom points to the left that will bring you back to this slide so you can move to the next topic. Links Adaptive Assessment - slide 27RIT Scale ‐ Student RIT Scores - slides 28, 29Normative Data - slides 30-32Learning Continuum- slide 33, 34Instructional Level vs. Mastery - slide 35 MAP for Primary Grades - slide 37, 38



Goal Focused Planning

At your tables have a 2 minute 
discussion about what you believe to be 
the big goal or the purpose and intent 
for choosing an adaptive assessment 
(MAP) for RCAB.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use no hands up- count off to choose a tableto share



 Challenging, appropriate, and dynamic
 Immediate results for students
 Untimed
 Accurate data
 Frequency of assessment
 What else?

Features of MAP® Assessments
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing:  Slides 11 & 12 – 10 minutes totalPurpose:  Set up the Venn Diagram ActivityBackground Info: MAP assessments address classroom diversity.MAP is a computerized adaptive assessment that adjusts to the student’s level.  It adjusts to each student so every student takes a different assessment. It provides a challenging test for every student. Students are not expected to get every question right or every question wrong.It is dynamically built based on the achievement level of the student and will give accurate and reliable info for every student. If you have 25 students in a class or period then ultimately, there are 25 customized tests generated for the students in your class.We receive results right at the end of the test event.It is an untimed test. Students should be given as much time as needed as long as they are making progress.  It measures growth in how students are progressing. Because we can see consistent longitudinal data from season to season, growth over time can be measured.To monitor growth, students can be tested more than once per year: Up to four times a year: Mathematics, Reading and Language UsageUp to three times a year: MAP for ScienceUp to three times a year: MAP for Primary Grades Survey w/ GoalsUnlimited testing for progress monitoring: MAP for Primary Grades Screening and Skills Checklist tests. This provides an optimum means of measuring student progress if your district has implemented the Response to Intervention (RTI) process for intervention and progress monitoring.



Build Your Hallway Speech

 When someone at school tomorrow 
asks you about MAP, how might you 
explain it? 
 Connect two or more big ideas to keep 

it short.

 This speech is only your first draft. We 
will add to and refine it as the day 
progresses. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: 15 minutes (10 to create the speech, 5 to share)Purpose:  Beginning to synthesize participants’ understanding of MAP in order to be confident in explaining it to all stakeholders. (students, other staff, parents)



MAP Subscription
 Reading
 Grades 2-5
 Grades 6+

 Language Usage
 Mathematics 
 Grades 2-5
 Grades 6+
 End-of-Course 

Assessments 

Optional Purchase
 MAP for Primary 

Grades
 MAP for Science

MAP® Assessments
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: Slide 9 & 10 – 20 minutesPurpose:  Quick background on the tests that we offer, to prepare for taking the sample testBackground Info:NWEA offers a variety of MAP assessments. The standard package of MAP assessments includes Reading, Language Usage, Mathematics, and End-of-Course Assessments (Algebra 1, Algebra 2, Geometry, and Integrated Mathematics). There is an additional cost associated with assessment in MAP for Primary Grades and MAP for Science. You may have different assessments depending on what your district has purchased.Reading and Mathematics tests have two levels, Grades 2-5 and Grades 6+. The difference between the two levels lies in reading passage lengths, and more complex vocabulary in the 6+ level.* Click on the links on slide to go into more detail Links MAP Subscription - slide 36End-of-Course Assessments - slide 39MAP for Science - slide 40Note: there is not a link for MPG as it was addressed on slide 7



 Measures growth and identifies instructional level
 Information that informs instructional decisions
 Immediate data and dynamic, interactive reports 
 Partner Support documents and tools
 Online support community
 What else?

Characteristics of  MAP® Data 
and Resources

10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: Slides 14 & 15 – 10 minutesPurpose:  Set up the Venn Diagram Activity (adding to our existing Venn)Facilitator Notes:Links:Web-based: slides 61-62



 Preparing students
 What important things do they need to know?

 What might motivate them?

 Communicating with parents
 What important things do they need to know?

 How can they support their children and us?

Fill in the first column on the Engaging Students and Parents 
page in your workbook.

Key Instructor Roles 
Before Testing
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: Slides 17-19 -total time 30 minutesPurpose:  Introduce the action plan for Engaging Parents and Students Facilitator Note:If your audience has MPG assessments and didn’t view the Warm-up in the lab, you might consider having the MPG Test Warm-up loaded onto one computer for the MPG group to view. 



Addressing Student Needs

 Review Accommodations Guidelines 
in the Proctor Help Center in MARC

 What might your students need that 
aren’t listed?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: 10 minutesPurpose:  Support explanation of the activity in 

https://teach.mapnwea.org/assist/help_map/ApplicationHelp.htm%23CSHID=650


Uses of Data from MAP® Assessments

 Finding gaps
 Monitoring progress
 Monitoring programs
 Conferencing
 Informing instructional decisions
 What else?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: 5 minutesPurpose: Get participants to think about how they might apply what they learned about reports and how they might use themBackground information:MAP data helps identify student strengths and areas in need of attention.Student growth can be monitored from fall to spring.Winter testing is useful to further monitor progress and determine if instruction needs to be adjusted.Student progress in special programs such as Title I can be monitored by using MAP data.Testing new students as they enter the district allows an initial measure of where the student is performing.It can be used as a measure of student success to be provided at parent conferences.The data can be used to help inform instructional decisions when used alongside other data.



Possibilities

 Think about ways to use your 
data for:
 Your School

 Grade levels

 Whole-class goal setting

 Individual goal setting and supporting 
goals

 Differentiation

14

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: 15 minutesPurpose:  Provide inspiration about what participants might be able to do after using  MAPGoal setting:  Differentiation:



Create a Draft Plan for 
Planning Forward (Goal Focused Plan)

 What are the goals that support our 
big goal? (3)

 What are the outcomes that emerge 
from those steps? (3)

 What professional practices will move 
us toward those outcomes? (2)

 How will we structure professional 
learning to support those professional 
practices. (1)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Timing: see Slide 23Purpose: Complete Planning Forward page that will be collected, copied for the leadership team and returned to participants 



Thank you for your 
attention and hard work.
Please keep your Goal 
Focused Planning 
document on hand for 
future Professional 
Developments.



The MAP® Adaptive Assessment

Beginning Literacy

Adult
Reading

6th

Grade
x x xx

xx

x x
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MAP Test
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-- - +++
+ 195
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Describe how MAP measures the student’s level along a learning continuumBackground Information:  In this example, we will take a look at what happens in a single goal strand when a 6th grade student sits down at the computer for the first time. The initial item will be at the mean difficulty level for that grade level. From here on out, the computer will select items specifically for the student depending on how he or she performs on all of the previous items in that goal strand.The student here misses the first item and the test will select an easier item the next time it visits this goal strand and displays it on the screen.The student misses the second item, as well. Based on the student’s two responses so far, the computer will display another easier item. The student misses this one, too. Based on the student’s three responses so far, the test chooses another easier item. Each time the student answers a question, the test scores all the items taken so far to make the selection for the next item. The test will continue to select questions, cycling through the goal strands, until the student reaches the end of the test. The score is immediately available to the student and teacher. In this example, the 6th grade student’s overall RIT score is 195.   



Ready for Instruction Today

 Ready for

 Instruction

 Today

120

250

RIT 
Learning Continuum
Skills and Concepts

195
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Confirm understanding of the RIT scaleBackground Information: You may find it meaningful and memorable to connect the acronym R-I-T to the phrase Ready for Instruction Today, which indicates a student’s readiness to learn at the particular entry point indicated along the Learning Continuum of skills and concepts.  In our previous example, the 6th grade student’s entry point along the Learning Continuum was an overall RIT score of 195. That overall RIT score indicates a student’s instructional level, or readiness to learn.  When we examine Learning Continuum statements we’ll find indicators of the best point of entry for this student along the achievement scale.  Learning Continuum statements pinpoint the skills and concepts the student is likely to be ready to learn effectively.  On the previous slide, the 6th grader’s overall RIT score of 195, indicates this student is ready to learn skills and concepts in within the 191-200 range.  At what grade level is this student performing most like based on normative data?



Rasch unIT (RIT) Scale

 Achievement 
scale is an 
equal-interval 
scale

 Used to show 
growth over 
time

 Independent 
of grade level

120

250

2

3

4

5

6

7

6

7
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9
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Grade-Level
Norms

RIT 
Skills Data

Learning 
Continuum

K

1
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Introduce the RIT scaleBackground Information:  The RIT scale is short for the Rasch unIT scale.The RIT scale is an equal-interval scale, like a yardstick. This means that 10 RIT points at the bottom means the same as 10 RIT points at the top of the scale. The RIT scale lets us see how much growth happened between beginning-of-year and end-of-year test events, and across time. The scale is consistent – it has the same meaning regardless of the students’ grade level.Scores are aligned to the RIT scale to help us see students’ learning readiness.RIT Scores will also help us to demonstrate student growth over time.The RIT Scale aligns both to performance norms (typical grade level performance) and content and skills found in the Learning Continuum. These skills are presented  on a continuum of increasing difficulty and complexity. The star on the slide might represent a student in a sixth grade classroom.  The RIT score helps his teacher to see that his learning readiness is more like that of a 3rd grader but more importantly it aligns with Learning Continuum statements to indicate skills and concepts appropriate for his instructional needs.



Normative Data: Bringing Context 
to the Data

 Grade-level 
norms

 Typical 
performance 

 Beginning-of-
Year, Middle-of-
Year, and 
End-of-Year
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Review the purpose for referring to the Normative Data handout when examining student dataBackground Information: It is important to connect the data to something meaningful. We use norms to help us make meaning of the numbers.The Normative Data document provides the connection from the scores represented on reports to those of a larger group.NWEA completes and releases a new RIT Scale Norms Study every three years. 



NWEA™ Research

 What are expected RIT and growth 
scores?

 Normative Data, grades K-10
 Linking Studies 
 Aligns RIT scale with state proficiency 

benchmarks

 Progress and your state standards

 NWEA Goal Structures
21

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Understand that the data from the norm group provides information we need to begin to make meaning out of our scoresLearn that NWEA provides state testing studies that link the NWEA assessment scale to state proficiency levels Point out that NWEA Goal Structures connect the content from state standards to each reporting area of state-aligned MAP tests *Use the Progress and State Standards link if participants have specific questions or want clarity about how this concept works.  Background Information:NWEA completes a norming study every few years. These studies provide a reasonable way to compare the performance of a single student, class, or grade to a larger, more meaningful group.The NWEA RIT Scale Norms Study includes more than two million students from a wide variety of schools throughout the nation. The Normative Data document contains five tables – Language Usage, Reading, Mathematics, General Science, and Science Concepts. The tables show Beginning-of-Year, Middle-of-Year, and End-of-Year mean scores for each grade level.Mean score represents the average score of the groupThese scores are not expectations or stopping points, merely an indication of the how each grade level group performed.Educators can use the norms to help determine what is the “typical” 50th percentile score for students in a particular grade level in the norm study. We recommend the use of the word “typical” by teachers and administrators when talking about norms. Avoid using “expected” or “should be” since we wish to treat each student as an individual. Norms are to be used simply as a point of reference. “Typical” performance for a district may be different than the NWEA norms.Remember that most students are not “typical” and therefore, NWEA will provide you with individual growth targets based on students’ starting points.NWEA conducts Scale Alignment  or Linking Studies for many states which link NWEA assessment data to state assessments and proficiency benchmarks. These studies can be found at the NWEA web site under the Our Research tab.  Goal Structures connect the content from state standards to each reporting area of state-aligned MAP tests. Using NWEA Goal Structures, the concepts in Class Reports may be directly connected to each state’s unique standards as well as to Learning Continuum statements.MAP for Primary Grades assessments are aligned to the goal structures from various professional organizations, e.g., National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, International Reading Association.Facilitator Notes:Be prepared to talk about growth information if asked. Growth information can be found in the NWEA RIT Scale Norms Study, which can be accessed from the Norms Study Resources page after logging into the MARC. Growth projections can be calculated using the Achievement Status and Growth (ASG) Calculator which is also available from this page.



Progress and Standards
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:  Illustrate the following:Connection between progress on the RIT scale and progress in the Learning Continuum…as well as how that progress is connected to progress on state or Common Core standardsScores represent grade level norms.Using the Learning Continuum, we can see what skills correlate to the range of RIT scores that is typical for each grade level.The Learning Continuum is organized in sub-goal areas in correlation to Common Core or a state’s standards.Facilitator Notes:The animations for this slide transition as follows: NWEA’s national norms show where the average student starts and stops on the RIT scale in each grade level.As students move up the RIT scale, the Learning Continuum shows us skills and concepts that they are ready to learn.  Difficulty and complexity increases as students move up the continuum. The learning statements are aligned with your state’s standards. For a deeper look at the alignments, you can use the NWEA Goal Structures generated for each state and the Common Core. The Goal Structures will also show you what language you can expect to see on the Goal Performance Areas of your reports.



Learning Continuum – Test View
Subject: Mathematics
Goal: Measurement and Data
Sub-goal:
• Geometric Measurement 

and Problem Solving
Topics:
• Length
• Capacity
• Weight/Mass
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Introduce the Learning Continuum – Test ViewBecome aware of how these learning statements relate to RIT scoresBackground Information:The Learning Continuum is a resource for teachers to use to help determine appropriate instruction for students. It contains separate sections for each subject (mathematics, reading, language usage, and science) and is broken down into ten-point RIT bands. Within each band are sub-categories which break down the skills and concepts assessed by the items in the MAP test.   The Learning Continuum example shown here is the Test View from Mathematics in the goal strand of Measurement and Data, and the sub-goal of Geometric Measurement and Problem Solving. Each sub-goal is further divided into topics such as Length, Capacity, and Weight/Mass as shown here. There are generally several sub-goals within each goal area. The test view of the Learning Continuum and contains 3 columns of a larger continuum of learning statements. The middle column represents a student’s current instructional needs, the column to the left represents skills that a student likely knows and which should be reinforced, and the column to the right represents skills to introduce. 



Learning Continuum – Class View
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Introduce the Learning Continuum – Class ViewBecome aware of how these learning statements relate to RIT scoresBackground Information:The Learning Continuum example shown here is the Class View from Mathematics in the goal strand of Measurement and Data, and the sub-goal of Geometric Measurement and Problem Solving. Note: this image has been modified to demonstrate functionality. Actual in-product screens will be slightly different.The class view of the Learning Continuum is specific to a teacher’s students and gives meaning to a student’s RIT scores. It groups students by RIT score bands to show the skills and concepts they are ready to learn. To the left, you’ll see the RIT bands in a particular sub-goal, like Geometric Measurement and Problem Solving as shown above. In the middle are the learning statements – in this case under the topic of Perimeter/Circumference. On the right, is the list of students who are ready to learn the skills in this sub-goal based on their performance on the MAP assessment. You’ll notice after the student name, their Overall RIT score for Mathematics, and the goal range for this sub-goal – Measurement and Data.Facilitator Notes:You may be asked why the same learning statements appear across many RIT bands in the Learning Continuum. Here is the answer provided in the FAQ in the Help Center in MARC:Statements covering a broad range of RIT bands indicate a skill or concept with progressive levels of complexity, such as multiplying single digits vs. multiple digits. You can still differentiate instruction in these situations by varying the complexity and context of the skill.Note: In contrast, the older DesCartes report artificially truncated learning statements to appear in only three consecutive RIT bands.  



Instructional Level vs. Mastery

The MAP assessment:
 Provides information about the 

instructional level of the student.
 Provides a road map for students 

toward achieving mastery. 
 Is not a test for determining mastery 

of skills.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Introduce instructional levelBecome aware of your own thinking and reasoning around instructional level dataBackground Information:MAP assessments provide you with the instructional level of the student. With MAP assessments, our purpose is to get the most accurate information we can on every child, regardless of where they are in the curriculum. In order to do this, we had to design something different. MAP assessments provide teachers with the instructional level of the student.  MAP tests are based on a continuum of skills in mathematics, reading, language usage, and science from low knowledge skill levels to high levels. We can consider them to be one long test in a particular subject, rather than a series of shorter tests that assess students over specific criteria at various grade levels. It provides a way–a road map–for determining where each student is performing in relation to local or state standards, curriculum, or other criteria. This road map is similar to mile markers along a highway that are used as one travels from one destination to another.  Just as we follow mile markers to help us travel, the MAP tests provide us with similar mile markers, which we can use to continue to monitor students’ progress along the continuum of skills toward mastery.It’s important to remember that MAP assessments are not mastery tests; they show us the instructional or learning level of the student.



Survey with Goals 
 Between 40-64 

questions

 Overall score for 
subject

 Goal area scores

 Average time for 
each test: 50 
minutes 

Survey
 20 questions

 Overall score for 
subject

 No goal area 
scores

 Average time for 
each test: 20 
minutes

Types of Assessments
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Describe the difference between Survey w/ Goals and Survey assessmentsBackground Information:  The two main types of assessments are Survey w/ Goals tests and Survey tests. Even though the names of these tests are similar the end results of each are very different. The average time for the Survey w/Goals test is approximately 50 minutes. The average time for the Survey test is 20 minutes.The Survey w/ Goals test is the longer form of the test (approximately 40 - 64 items, depending on the test) and is the primary test given in the fall and the spring. There are about 40 questions on the Reading test depending on the version you are using, around 52 on the Mathematics and Language Usage tests, and about 64 on the Science test.This test will report not only an overall score for the subject, but it will also report how a student performed in each of the goal areas of the test; for example, Computation or Geometry in the Mathematics test. This gives teachers more data in order to make instructional decisions about a particular student and about an entire class. The Survey test is a short test (20 items). This test will only report an overall score for the subject. It is primarily given as an intake test when a student enters the district or as a monitoring tool mid-year to determine how a student is progressing.Other differences in the tests refer to grade level; for example, grades 2-5 and 6+. Be sure to review all of the choices; as a district select the test appropriate to the grade level of the student being tested. These tests have some important differences in the types of items that can be selected in order to build each student a unique test. 



MAP® for Primary Grades Assessments

 Designed for K-2
 Expands RIT scale to lower levels
 Uses enhanced items with audio
 Assesses Reading and Mathematics 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Describe MAP for Primary Grades assessmentsBackground Information:If the district has MAP for Primary Grades assessments, a segment of the training today will provide key information about these assessments. 



 Screening Assessments (diagnostic)
 Assesses foundational letter and number skills 

 Skills Checklist Assessments (diagnostic) 
 Assesses developing literacy and numeracy skills

 Survey with Goals  Assessments (adaptive)
 Measures growth in reading and mathematics skills

MAP® for Primary Grades 
Tiered Assessment System 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Explain that MAP for Primary Grades is a tiered system with three distinct levels of assessmentBackground Information: We’re using the A, B, and C blocks on the screen to symbolize the three tiers. The tiers in this system need not be taken in order. Teachers may determine at which tier students will begin testing based upon:Knowledge of studentInput of parentsScreening or Skills Checklist Test dataOther assessment informationDistrict’s intended uses/requirements



End of Course Assessments

 Algebra 1
 Algebra 2
 Geometry
 Integrated Mathematics 1 & 2
 Integrated Mathematics 3

For more information:
 NWEA.org > Assessments > MAP > 

End of Course Assessments in Math
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Describe End of Course AssessmentsBackground Information: These tests are designed to measure specific content a student may understand in one specialty of mathematics after a year of instruction.  These tests are designed to be used at the end of a course and should not be used as a pre-test.Included in your MAP license are five End of Course Mathematics tests for upper-level mathematics courses designed to measure specific content at the end of a mathematics course. Resulting scores provide one indicator of whether the student is ready to move to the next mathematics course in the sequence. Educators can monitor course scores from year-to-year to learn how the mathematics program is improving over time. More information about interpreting and using data from End of Course Assessments can be found in the Assessments section of the NWEA web site.

http://www.nwea.org/


MAP® for Science Assessments

 Single scale reflects the 2012 A 
Framework for K-12 Science 
Education and the Next Generation 
Science Standards.
 Up to 45 test items

 Streamlined reporting of results
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose:Describe MAP for Science assessmentsBackground Information:The move to a single scale- General Science (as opposed to 2 separate scales- 1 for concepts and process and one for content knowledge) is what is reflected by both the 2012A Framework for K-12 Science Education and in the Next Generation Science Standards.
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